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WORK Oh CALNA-EURMA BIGHWAYS

The econamic developmeat of Yunnan Province depends on the opening of
the K'wn-wing to Lo-ta highway, which 1s to extend a distance of more than
9GJ kilometers. Through aid given by the Central Government and !mvesiments
nede by private firms, construction cn the Zirst ssction betwean K'un-ming
and 7-ghen ¥se recently started. District No L Highvey Ewroen reczeatly
reported, rowever; that the present unsettled conditicms around O-ghan, which
require the workers to arm themselves for protection while working, ere grostly
retarding construction work.

The construction of the road between Pao-shan and T'eng-ch' con the
Pao-shan to Myltkyina ssction of the China-India highway /ledo Road/ was
_emporarily suspended faor lack of funds from the Minigtry of Comsmunications.

The work was recently resumed tlrough private investments made by local
buvsiness inierssts. It 1s expested that this section of the highway will be
opened for traffic by thie sp.ring. The steel Hul-jen Bridge, 170 meters long,
located on the upper reaches of the Mekong River, vas completed in May 1948, and
1t 18 now being guarded by the local inhabitants. This bridge was recently
rensmed the Chi-ch'eng Bridgs in honor of the former bureau chief, Lung Chi-

chieng,

As 8 result of the increasing bandit activities along the Yunnan-Burma
highway there has been little traffic over this highway lately. At present,
there are more than 100 cargo vehicles stalled at Lashio, Burma, awaiting
settlement of baniit problems go that they may safely proceed., Negotiations -
are now in progress between the govermments of Burms and Yundan Province to
arrange for the establislment of garrisons on the Yunnan-Burma border, as
vell an for the deapatch of guard units with each ronvoy.

Since the institution of the armored-car escort eystem, travel over the
tvo highways, Yunnen to Sgechwan, and Yunnan to Indochina, has Leen made safe.
Repair work on the Eo-pi-shih (brench) Railroed /[ comnecting the tin-producing
center of Eo-chiu. (103 05, 23 22) with the Yunnan (E'wn-ming to Halphong)
Rnilroad at Pil-shih-chal], dsstroyed more tlan e month ago, was recently under-
taken under armed protection.

- BED-
. -1 ,
cussincanoy RS JGTED
STATE NAVY nsR8 \ DISTRIBUTION
ARMY At pANLY | |

&

00809A000600210893-8

STAT.




